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April 23, 2012

Dear Senator:

The United States biogas industry is experiencing strong
growth and making significant contributions to our
economic, environmental, and energy security. Renewed
support for mandatory funding of the Energy Title programs
established in the 2002 and 2008 Farm Bills is essential for
the industry’s continued success. The American Biogas
Council urges you to support the Lugar-Conrad amendment
to Chairwoman Stabenow’s mark of the 2012 Farm Bill.

The Energy Title programs, while encompassing a modest
0.7 percent of all spending in the most recent Farm Bill,
nevertheless leveraged billions of dollars in private
investment. In 2011 various USDA programs helped
develop over 60 dairy-based anaerobic digester projects.
The Rural Energy for America Program alone funded 19
different projects through $21 million in grants and loans
guarantees. These funds leveraged over $110 million in
total project development. The expanding clean energy
economy is creating many thousands of direct and indirect
jobs, but many of these jobs are at risk without continued
federal investment.

Bioenergy projects like anaerobic digesters promote
agricultural economic resiliency by providing additional
revenues to keep farms viable during down cycles and
mitigating costs (particularly fluctuating energy costs) during
up cycles. The biogas produced from animal waste, sorted
municipal solid waste, and wastewater treatment biosolids
can be combusted to generate electricity and heat or can be
processed into renewable natural gas and transportation
fuels. Separated digested solids can be composted, utilized
for dairy bedding, directly applied to cropland, or converted
into other products. Nutrients in the liquid stream are used in
agriculture as fertilizer. Biogas projects also create a link
between rural and urban infrastructure; diversion of organics
to biogas plants reduces the need for expanded landfills in
rural areas.

Energy Title programs are unique and belong in the Farm
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Bill. The Department of Energy primarily focuses on advanced research and
development, while the U.S. Department of Agriculture has a successful history of
deploying technologies in rural areas. The American Biogas Council recognizes the
fiscal challenges facing Congress as a new Farm Bill is assembled this year. However,
we urge you to provide significant mandatory funding to Energy Title programs, as the
Lugar-Conrad amendment would do. In such tough times, we must look to investments
in innovative and transformative ways to ease the fiscal challenge in the years ahead
while also addressing other critical national challenges.

Thank you for your consideration of supporting the Lugar-Conrad amendment. The
American Biogas Council looks forward to working with you to craft farm and energy
policies that work for agricultural producers, clean energy industries, and rural America.

Sincerely,

Patrick Serfass
Executive Director
American Biogas Council


