
 

 
 
For Immediate Release  

Alliance Applauds Growing More Food with Less Energy    
Bipartisan Conrad-Lugar Amendment Improves Farm Bill   

 
Washington, D.C., April 27, 2012 –The Alliance to Save Energy is urging the House and Senate 

to embrace bipartisan energy efficiency measures in a Conrad-Lugar 2012 farm bill amendment 

that will save farmers and rural Americans energy and money. The Senate Agriculture 

Committee passed the amendment on a voice vote during Thursday’s markup of the farm bill.     

 

“The Conrad-Lugar Amendment will allow many rural Americans to tap into the power of 

energy efficiency to help grow food, build a business or raise a family. With more financial 

support for energy efficiency, rural America will be stronger, and so will our nation as a whole,” 

said Alliance to Save Energy President Kateri Callahan.      

 

“This is another instance where energy efficiency brings together common sense and 

bipartisanship,” continued Callahan. “Honorary Alliance Board Vice Chair Sen. Dick Lugar (R-

Ind.) and Sen. Kent Conrad (D-N.D.) worked together to advance this package, which is now 

part of the farm bill.”   

 

The amendment includes the Rural Energy Saving Program Act from Sens. Lugar and Jeff 

Merkley (D-Ore.). It helps rural Americans, farmers and small business owners make energy 

efficiency upgrades to their homes, farms and businesses with the help of low-interest loans.  

 

Funding for Guaranteed Loan and Grant Program  

The amendment also provides $48.2 million annually for the Rural Energy for America Program 

(REAP), a guaranteed loan and grant program that helps rural Americans make renewable energy 

and energy efficiency improvements. Since 2009, more than 4,000 energy efficiency projects 

have been funded through REAP.    

  

In all, the Conrad-Lugar amendment includes a total of $800 million over five years for rural 

energy and was paid for by reductions in other portions of the farm bill.    
 

#### 

The Alliance to Save Energy is a coalition of prominent business, government, environmental, and 
consumer leaders who promote the efficient and clean use of energy worldwide to benefit consumers, 
the environment, the economy, and national security. 
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