
 
 

 
 April 24, 2012 
 
The Honorable Kent Conrad     The Honorable Richard Lugar 
United States Senate      United States Senate 
530 Hart Senate Office Building    306 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, DC  20510     Washington, DC  20510 
 
Dear Senators Conrad and Lugar: 
 
On behalf of the members of the National Farmers Union (NFU), I write in strong 
support for your Amendment to the proposed Senate Farm Bill mark. The Amendment 
will provide $800 million in mandatory funding for core renewable energy programs. 
These programs are successfully spurring rural economic development, creating jobs, 
and increasing our nation’s energy security. 

 In recent years, the rural economy has been one of the few bright spots in an otherwise 
lackluster American economic environment. Much of this success has come from 
renewable energy development. Programs like the Rural Energy for America program, 
Biomass Crop Assistance program, Biorefinery Assistance Program, and Biobased 
Markets Program are reshaping rural economies and supporting strong and growing 
industries. 

Thank you again for your leadership on this issue. I look forward to working with you to 
get this Amendment passed in the Senate’s version of the farm bill. 

Sincerely, 

 

Roger Johnson, President 
National Farmers Union  

 


