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February 23, 2009

The Honorable Richard Lugar
United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510

Dear Senator Lugar:

KidsPeace, established in 1882, is a time-tested non-profit national children’s charity dedicated
to meeting the mental health needs of children facing crises in their young lives. The youth with
whom KidsPeace works face challenges such as clinical depression, eating disorders, and the
damaging aftereffects of abuse and neglect. KidsPeace directly serves 3,000 children each day
through 50 locations in eleven states and the District of Columbia along a spectrum of services
that includes psychiatric inpatient hospitalization, residential and educational services,
therapeutic foster care, and community-based programs.

As part of the current continuum of care, KidsPeace operates 40 therapeutic foster care
programs, widely acknowledged by experts as the most successful and positive foster care
program. The therapeutic foster care provided by KidsPeace is distinguished from other
programs in the foster care field: (1) Children have psychiatric diagnoses and display exceptional
emotional and behavioral needs, requiring more intensive and individualized care; (2) KidsPeace
foster families are specially trained, certified, and supported to care for children with severe
emotional and behavioral challenges and generally care for no more than two foster children in a
home at a time; and (3) KidsPeace staff carry a case load of eight or fewer foster children,
allowing a minimum of weekly visits to the foster home and 24-hour, seven-day-a-week support
to foster families.

KidsPeace respectfully requests your consideration of the inclusion of a $400,000 earmark for
KidsPeace in the FY 2010 Commerce, Justice, Science bill, OJP, Part E account to be used
as start-up funding to establish a KidsPeace therapeutic foster care program in Evansville.
Federal funding of this program will address a critical triplicate need: (1) providing alternative,
community-based placement to children previously involved with or at risk for involvement with
the juvenile justice system; (2) addressing the psychiatric needs of children in the social service
system who have mental health diagnoses; and (3) providing safe and supportive homes to
children in the foster care system. The establishment of this program will also create
professional employment opportunities for your constituents. KidsPeace received federal
appropriations through CJS, OJP Part E for start-up of therapeutic foster care programs in other
regions of the country in FY 2008 and FY 2006.

KidsPeace is experienced in providing therapeutic foster care at the highest quality, as evidenced
by proven outcomes: 80% of children discharged from KidsPeace therapeutic foster homes in
2008 entered less restrictive settings, indicating that their mental health needs were addressed
and their behavioral symptoms reduced and three out of every four children discharged entered a
permanent setting.

Therapeutic foster care is not only an effective and healthy alternative placement for youth, but it
is cost-effective as well.



In fact, for every dollar spent on therapeutic foster care, $14 is saved in court and corrections
system costs. Therefore, a $400,000 one-time investment in therapeutic foster care can
potentially save Indiana and the federal government $5.6 million.

This request reflects one-time only, start-up funds. KidsPeace will provide an additional 16% or
$64,000 to underwrite the administrative expenses that will be incurred during the development
phase of this project. The program will be self-sustainable within the first eighteen months of
operation.

We appreciate your consideration and look forward to the opportunity to work with you on this
important project.

Sincerely, T
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William Isemann
President & CEO

cc: LeAnne Gibbs, Office of Sen. Richard Lugar
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